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The Running Springs Water District is providing this Newsletter to our customers as part of our public outreach
effort to share information regarding the District’s ongoing activities, operations and services.
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Running Springs Fire Department to Place a
Ballot Measure on the November 8, 2016
Presidential General Election Asking the Voters
to Approve an Adjustment to the Annual Fire
Availability Fee to Continue Providing Local
Control of Fire Protection, Emergency Medical,
Ambulance and Advanced Life Support Services
On June 15, 2016 the District’s Board of Directors
adopted Resolution 10-16 to submit to the voters of
the District on behalf of the Running Springs Fire
Department a measure to increase the maximum
amount of the annual availability charge to fund the
local control and operation of fire protection,
emergency medical, ambulance and advanced life
support services.

No doubt during your travels up and down highway
330, you have noticed some irrigation taking place
on the hillside. This irrigation is of the Running
Springs Water District’s Wastewater Treatment Plant
property and is being irrigated with recycled water
from the wastewater treatment plant. This water has
been treated with some of the most advanced
technologies in the wastewater industry including
Membrane Bio Reactors.
The treatment process includes preliminary
treatment, primary treatment, membrane filtration,
oxidation and disinfection. Once the wastewater has
been through the treatment process it is considered
recycled water by the State Water Resources Control
Board. This water is suitable for irrigation of
parkways, parks, golf courses and the like.
Although the treatment plant produces recycled
water, the location of the treatment plant and the
demand for recycled water in the community does
not warrant, at this time, bringing the recycled water
back into the community. In order to manage the
recycled water during summer months, the District
uses approximately 250,000 gallons per day to
irrigate the property surrounding the treatment plant.
The remaining recycled water, approximately
130,000 gallons per day, is sent to the districts
disposal ponds located off of USFS road 1N09.
During inclement weather all of the recycled water is
sent to the Disposal Ponds.

In October 1962, fire protection became the second
service provided for the Running Springs community
by the District at a local level. Until that time, fire
protection for the area had been provided by an allvolunteer fire department comprised of a group of
concerned citizens. As the needs of the community
outgrew the ability of the volunteer fire department
to provide and maintain this service, there was a
recognized need for change. Because of the increased
community need, a comprehensive study was
conducted to determine the best method of providing
fire protection. The study concluded that the District
had the authority and the ability to provide fire
protection services. Primarily, it was determined this
would be the most cost effective alternative, while at
the same time, would allow local control by an
already established locally elected governmental
agency.
While the fundamental purpose of the District's Fire
Department is the protection of life and property
from fire, several operational functions are provided
by the Fire Department as well. These functions
include a variety of public assistance services, field
emergency medical care services, ambulance
transportation
services,
hazard
abatement,
community education and awareness programs. Of
the services provided, the greatest public emphasis
and need has been in the area of field emergency
medical care and ambulance transportation.
(Continued on back)

Over the years, medical aid responses have grown to
the point where they significantly outnumber fire
related responses. In an attempt to provide better
service and better meet the needs of the community,
in September 1978 the District's Fire Department
implemented advanced life support (ALS or
paramedics) into its medical care services. With the
implementation of advanced life support services, the
District's Fire Department became the first fire
agency in the San Bernardino Mountains to provide a
24-hour continuous paramedic program.
In 1984, to enhance its emergency medical care
system, the District’s Board of Directors authorized
the Fire Department to provide ambulance
transportation services. Until this time, ambulance
service had been provided by the Lake Arrowhead
Fire Protection District. Improved patient care, public
need and economics were the primary reasons for the
Director’s authorization of this additional service.
The ambulance service boundary includes Running
Springs, Smiley Park, Arrowbear, Green Valley
Lake, Snow Valley and along State Highway 18 to
Lake View Point. The ambulance coverage also
includes State Highway 330 to City Creek Ranger
Station. The Running Springs Fire Department
operates from two local fire stations.
The existing Running Springs Fire Department Fire
Availability Fee is a Special Tax that owners of
developed property in the Running Springs Water
District service area pay to help fund the locally
controlled operation of the Running Springs Fire
Department. The voters approved this $65 per year
fee which was put into effect on March 11, 1980 by
Ordinance No. 9. If adjusted for inflation the fee
would currently be $163 per year.
The Board has directed staff to proceed with placing
a measure on the ballot for the voters to consider in
2016 to increase the Fire Availability Fee to $146 per
year by 2018 with NO annual inflationary increase. If
approved by the voters, this additional revenue will
help to fund the continued local control and operation
of the Department which is still the most cost
effective and efficient alternative.

This proposed adjustment is being recommended
in order to help fund a portion of the Running
Springs Fire Department locally controlled
operations and also help with funding much
needed capital equipment purchases. The current
fee of $65 per year generates approximately
$200,000 or roughly 10% of the Fire Departments
$2 million annual operating expenses. Adjusting

the fee to $146 per year would generate an
additional $250,000 to help fund the continued
local control and operation of the Fire Department
and also much needed capital equipment needs.
CAL FIRE - Fire Prevention Fee
It is important to note and make the clear distinction
to our customers that the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) Fire
Prevention Fee is not in any way affiliated with the
Running Springs Water District or Running Springs
Fire Department. A bill passed by the Legislature and
signed into law by Governor Jerry Brown in July
2011 established this annual Fire Prevention Fee to
be collected from the owners of private property
located within the State Responsibility Area. The fee
is $115 per habitable structure for those that already
pay a special tax or assessment to a local fire district.
This fee is currently being challenged by the Howard
Jarvis Tax Payers Association. If you do not agree
with the legality / constitutionality of the CAL FIRE
fee and would like to protest it, the following link has
information on how to do so:
http://firetaxprotest.org/?page_id=13
For more information regarding District functions
and activities, please visit the District’s websites at:
www.runningspringswaterdistrict.com
www.runningspringsfd.org
or contact the District office by phone at 909-8672766, or by mail at P.O. Box 2206, Running Springs,
CA, 92382. In addition, we hold public Board
Meetings at 9:00 a.m. on every third Wednesday of
the month at our District Office located at 31242
Hilltop Blvd. (Highway 18) in Running Springs.
Members of the public are always invited and
encouraged to attend these meetings.
Please provide your email address on your next bill if
you would like to receive District information by
email.
The District accepts credit card payments in person at
the main office. Credit, debit card or electronic check
payments may also be made online at:
https://ipn.paymentus.com/otp/stde/rswd
or
by
calling Paymentus at 877-506-3112.

“The Mission of the Running Springs Water
District is to provide water, fire, emergency
medical service, sewer, and other beneficial
services to the community: The goal of the
District shall be to do so with the highest level of
integrity and ethical principles and in the most
efficient and cost effective manner possible.”

